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Old Ring Champions

As

hey Are To-day

Notable Gathering of

Former Title Holders

Revives Stirring Memories of
Their Famous Fights

By CHARLES F. MATHISON.

JAPANESE of Jiu jitsu proclivities
A and a German wrestler with boxing
Eloves on his hiands were in a boxing
in the grand ballroom of the Hotel
Commodora n few nights ago In an effort to
dvnonsirate the relative merits of pugilism
and the hone snapping tactics of the little
hrownp men. It looked ke n tussle hetween a
torrler and n mastiff. The novelty of the com-
Lat held the nttention of the large and nota-
ble gathering, included in which were Judges
of the Bupreme Court, an operatic prima
danna, men and
women prominent in professions and busi-
NP,

The wrestler pummelled the Jap with the
gloves and the Fowery Kingdom athlete
AMxed dangerous holds to the analomy of
the Goerman and tosssd him about with
reckless abandon,

This performance seemed to holl the at-
tenilon of a majority of those present, but
students of hoxing there was a
nore atiractive scene at the ringside than
that furnished by the Japanese and the
German. On one side of the roped square
were seated 2 number of men who peered
through the ropes at the athlees in action,
and the faces of these onlookers brought
Fack memories of stirving and spectacular
events In the realm of padded mitts,

Champions of Other Days.

fHies,

ing

legiulators, sclentists and

o eloge

The
wlevmn,

which wore serious. even
were those of men whose
deeds are emblazoned In shining letters on
the sevolls of puglilistle fame.

Men whome feats in the boxing ring not
vhily hrought renown to themselves hut giave
o the United States the well deserved rep-
vtation of possessing the ablest corps of
ring men in the world. And thelr example,
emillated by the succeeding generation of
flghtors, has resulted in America winning
the world’s championships In five of the
ght classes of pugllizm.

Little wonder, then, that those who had
watched the struggles of thesé men when
they were In thelr boxing prime should
have devoted thelr attention ta them rather
than to the modern athletes doing their
bhest to entertain.

Seated near & neutral corner of the ring
was Jameus J. Corbett, once a wearer of the
eavywelght crown, and justly conceded to
he the cleverest heavywoight ever developed
in Amerien.  Emerging from Californla’s
sunny clime just as the gap between London
and Queensberry tactics was bridged, and
#l w time when John L. Rullivan was re-
gnrded as the monarch of all ring gladia-
tors, Corbett by his amazing skill, speed
and endurance created m veritahle sensa-
tion, not to say panic.

With the necromaney of sclence he trans-
formed veteran champlons into novices, and
leaped to the summit of pugllistic power
In an ineredibly short space of time.

No one unaware of the identity of the
mun would have sipgled him out am a
former great pugilist, and the transforma-
tion In his appearance was such that those
who had keen him in the ring were sur-
prised. The bristling pompadour that In
his =alad days ross menacingly above his
brow has disappeared and hig stil] black
halr, parted In the centre, Is brushed
emoothly on his well shaped head. He
carrios himself with an alr of eaay self-
posssssion, and his attire Is neat but not
ARgTEsEiVe.

Hin whole appsarance suggests a profes-
slonal man, and no doubt his stage experi-
ence han had much to do with the change.

Corbett's Fighting Days.

lnoks,

It is diMoult to pleture this man bawung
for sixty-one rounds with Peter Jackson.
the most formidable black fighter in the
history of the ring. It requires imagination
to connect the Corbett of to-day with the
dethronement of the mighty John L. Sulli-
van in the days when the Bostonlan was
regarded as invincible, and It s not easy
fo reconcile Corbett's present appeirance
with that of the lithe athleta who down by
Coney's dancing waters buffeted Jeffries,
the grizzly of the boxing ring, for twenty-
three never to be forgotten rounds,

But there he sat with a quissical smile
watching the efMorts of the Jap to ensnare
the wrestler and the attempts of the grap-
wer to land with effest on his opponent,
(And as he looked and smiled and applauded
memory went back to his fighting days.

The young Californian first 18 seen walk-
ing the stresta of New York in the torrid
summeéer of 1883 seoking contributions for his
side stake of $10.000, for the autocratic
champlon declined to consider a mateh with
the stripling unless he obtained $10,000 to
post a8 i wager on the outcome of the bat-
the;

Turnstiles were not fashionable In boxing
clulis In those days and the receipts wero
upnally so slender the fighters were com-
pelled 1o depend for earninga on the money
won In wngers.  After a laborious search
men were found to take what was considersd
a forlorn finincial hope, for the youngster
wan not thought to have any more chance
against the champlon than a rabbit against
n panther,

Ready for the Battle,

The men who subscribed to the Corbett
stake dedicated the money te sport and re-
gardod it an wood as lost hefore the boxers
began to train. In substance the side stalce
wng looked upon as a saerifica on the altar
of sport, for desplle the youngstar's asser-
tlong that he wonld surely defeat the great
Sullivan, the devotees of boxing accspted
them as the averfiow of youthful enthusi-
asm,

But, having compited with the demands of
the champlon, Corbett prepared himssif for
the struggle, and down by the ocean at As-
ey Park he tralned A= never athlete
froined before, Tt is not tos strong A atate-

ment that Corhatt when he left his quartera
wan the hest conditioned specimen of physi-

cal perfection that ever responded to &
timer's gong,

In his 178 pounds of bone and muscls was
compressed the agllity of a panther, the
strength of a llon, the endurance of an ox
and the tighting skill of a bull terrier,

Yel the cohorts (hat trooped after Sulll-
van Inslsted on wagering o mgainst 1 that
the Callfornlan never would hold the heavy-
weight ateptre In  his shapely, powerful
hand.

Ready for the battle of his llfe, came the
departure of the rival gladlators for the
Crescent Clty whera the bout was to take
place.

Sullivan, confident that one blow from his
mighty right would take all the ehampion-
ship aspirations from the youth, entrined
to the hlare of bands and the huzzahs of his
suppotters, hundreds of whom went South
on the champfon's train,

There was no music when Corbett utenp«f
on a train for the Boutl, and except his
able manager, Billy Brady, and a few friends
the challenger was unattended.

The Sulllvanio progress southward was a
triumphal tour, and the jovial ceremonies
continuad up to the time that the champion
and his youthful challenger entered the ring

Then came a revulsion that caused the
Sullivinites to stare In amuazement as Cor-
bett furnighed proof that he wis the master
of the veteran. When It became evident
that Bulllvan's crown was to be snatched
from his head by the youth, the Jaws of the
champlon's supporters dropped and thick
gloom settled over the camp. Even Bulll-
van's deolaration as he arose after being
counted out that he was “glad an American
won,” was not much consolation to the ldola-
tors of the Boston Strong Boy.

Fitzsimmons Appears.

Then camae & season of glorification of the
new champlon and enjoyment of the frulis
of victory, which continued for five event-
ful years, It was during the perlod of Cor-
bett's triumph that the freckled and for:
midable Fitzsimmons appeared on the pugl-
listle horlzon, a menace to the title holder.
And |t was on a bleak March day In 1887
that the freckled fists of the lanky Cornlsh-
man divested Corbett of the honors he had
wrested from Sullivan, It was on March 17
that Corbett lost his title, assuredly an in-
ausplelous day for a Son of Erin to suffer
Jefeat at the hands of a native of Cireal
Britain.

But after ail the turmoll of a hectie
pugilistic career, Corbatt, sereng, philosophl-
cal, useful, can smile and applaud a Hu jJitsu
¢xhibition, and express regret In u neat
speech that Sullivan, from whom he won the
champlonship, mnd Fitzsimmons, who ds-
feated him for the title, wers not present to
enjoy the entertalnment.

Seated near Corbett was Norman Selby,
who boxed under the name of Kid McCoy.
He also was a notable performer with gloved
hands, and while lacking the avoirdupols
necessary for contests with the ring giants
of those days, was a moat dangerous oppo-
¢nt for any one, large or small.

MoCoy stll]l wears the same coll, sneer-
ing look on his pale face that his adversaries
paw when they looked across the ring pre-
vious to a combat with the originator of tha
corkscrew punch. MeCoy's pallid complexion
alno stlll gives the Impression of Il health
that decalved so many of his opponenta when
he was in his prime as a fighter. He looka
to-day as he did on a memorable occaslon
in a Weastern town where he had been
matoched to fight the village champion, =
burly, red necked, heavily muscled chap.

After one look at the pale, emaciated Me-
Coy the village favorite declared that he
would not fight as he did not desire to be
locked up on a charge of manalaughter, Only
after assurances from thoss ncquainted with
MoCoy's boxing reputation did the loca
champlon consent to go on with the bhout,
In less than & minute of the first round Mec-
Coy's right collided with his opponent's chin
and the big chap crashed to tha ring foor.
When he was revived he declared he would
dislike to box MeCoy when the invalld re-
galned his health,

McCoy's Strategy.

McCoy was a strategist In and out of the
ring, and the manner in which he tricked
Tommy Ryan and defeated him at the Em-
pire A. O, Maspsth, March 2, 1886, has
heen the subject of much mirth, McCoy had
heer. Ryan's sparring partner, and had, ae-
conling to his bellef, been handled with
unnecessary roughness by the champlon.
Intent on revenge, he managed to get a
maich with Hyan, and while tralning assidu-
nagly himself. he wrote a number of lettors
to Fiyan assuring him that he had no chance
agairst the champion, and all he desired
was # chance to earn msome money. HRyan,
disarmed, neglected his tralning, and was
out ot condition when he entered the ring,
while MoCoy was tralned to the minute.
MeCoy  outboxed Hyvan throughout and
stnaped him in the eighteenth round.

MoCoy was matched with a behemoth
named Heorr Plancke, and the bout took
plae: In Philadelphia, April 6, 1904, The
nimbic Kid had trouble in getting an open-
ing in the first round, but in the second he
called Plaacke's attention to the latter's
shoe. “IU's untied,” sald McCoy. FPlaacke
lsoked down toward his fool, and an In-
stant later was toppling to the floor from a
right to the jaw.

When McCoy fought Tom Sharkey at the
fTenox A, O, 110th street and lLexington
avenue, January 10, 1888, the former In-
troouced a novelly by using a steamer re-
clining chair in his corner, inatead of the
customary stool, Bailor Sharkey Intimated
tival MeCoy was quite apt to need the
steomer chair. “He'll be seasick before the
end of the voyage,” sald the sallor.

Ax it was, McCoy nearly scuttled the tat-
looed ship on the Sailor's manly bosom, for
he bBrought Sharkey down with & thud in the
thira round. But the Ballor was too rugged
to be kept down for the count of ten, and
in the tenth round he finlshed MoCoy, who
found the steamer chalr very convenient.

McCoy, llke Corbett, has become an actor,
and fighta furioualy though Ineffectively on
the ascreen,

Tommy Ryan, who won two titles and
retired  without losing them, Is the best
looking athlete of all the old timers who
sat at ths ringside or who entared it to
show themsalves to the spectators, Ryan

——

%
EMBROIDERED PALL OR MEARSE
ABBEY BY THE ACTORS'

hisd & wonderful career In the rving and
defeated many formidable opponents much
heavier than he,

He clalmed the middlewelght champion-
ahip after Fltzsimmons had gone into the
heavywelght division, and In 158485, when
Jick Dempsey, the former middiewelght
champion, had lost his vitality and Aghting
ability, he was matched with Ryan, It woas
a cruel scheme, and but for the conaldern-
tlon shown by Ryan might have resulled
in serlous Injury to the former champlin
But as soon as Ryan realized the conditlon
of Dempaey Lthe new champlon merely In-
Aulged In feathery taps that did no damage.
The nffair was stopped In the third round,
much to the relief of the onlookers. Ryan,
whoss name s Joseph Youngs, was born
al Redwood, N. Y., and as he took care of
hin ring earnings he s In comfortable clr-
cumstances,

Griffiths the Australian Wizard.

No man at the ringeide attractsad more
attentlon thun Albert GriMths of Australia,
who took as a ring name that of Young
(iriffo. The original Griffo was a famous
Australian heavyweight, The present Griffo,
who | conceded to have been the cleverest
defensive boxer Iin the history of the ring.
and as a featherwelght wos a trim looking
nthlete, now Is gray haired, fgt and un-
wieldy. In hie prime It wis his ocustom
to wager that he would stand on a pocket
handkerchlef for three rounds before a
selected opponent and avoid being hit. And
the wizard won a majority of the wagers.

In view of his defensive skill, the fact that
he wears one of the most pronounced caull-
fower sara ¢ver seen on a boxer has caused
comment. This ear was a gift from Dan
Creedon, then the middlewelght chumplon
of Australin.  Griffe, although a feather-
welght, mide & match with Creedon, stipu-
Inting that the middlewelght would be un-
able to stop his smaller opponent within the
Hmit of wix rounds. Griffo was on his feetl
and In good condition at the end of the
sixth round, but the only offective blow that
Creedon landed was a heavy right hander
that produced the caulifiower ear.

Without doubt the most remarkable exhi-
bition by Griffo in this country was his ten
round bout with Jack McAuGffe at the
Coney Island A. C, August 27, 1804, Me-
Auliffe rushied furjously for the entire ten
rounds, swung with both hands In & desper-
ate effort to bring down his slusive opponent
but never laid a glove on him with damag-
Ing effect, On the other hand, Griffo landed
a score of hlows on McAuliffe's face avery
mund. In one of the closing rounds Griffo
Jabbed McAuliffe In the face several times
In quick succession, after which he avoidad
a swing from the champlon. Then advanc-
ing, the Australlan with & grin Inquired
*Where will 1 hit you next, Jook?"

Deapite the fact that Griffo won the boul
by a wide margin, the referve declared Me-

LOTH GIVEN TO WESTMINSTER
CHURCH UNIOM -

Auliffe the yictor, It was later explained
that the thind man in the ring got the point
records of the men mixed al the close and
awnrded Griffo's points to the champlon

Peering through the ring ropes, with &
Jovinl grin on his round, bluck face, was Joe
Wialcott, who, although a welterweight, was
justly fearsd by middle and heavy welghts
because of hia terrific hitting. Creedon and
Choynskl fell before the force of his blows
and Tom Sharkey Is reported 1o have been
vanquighed in training quarters by the
Black Demon. Waleott In his prime chal-
lenged all heavyweights, Including the glant
Jeffriea, but the negro never got a match
for the title.

Young Corbett, who, by taking the feather-
welght championship from Terrible Terry
MeOovern, at Hartford, November 28, 1901,
caused nearly ns great a sensation as Jim
Corbett did when he defeated Sulllvan,
looked on from the ringside. He is high In
fleah, much different from the trim athlete
who flattened McGovern jn the second round
and sent hisa supporters away In a sorrowful
frame of mind

Battling Nelson, the Durable Dane, whose
adamantine jow gave rise to the bellef that
he waus not human, still ls In good physjeal
conditlon and seemed 1o enjoy the proceed-
Ings most thoroughly. The fact that he won
the lightwelight title from the great Joe
Gans is sufficient comment on the Dane's
fighting ability,

Joe Choynskl, angular, but still muscular,
the man who was first to knock oul Juck
Johnson, which feat he performed In the
third round at Galveston, Tex., February 25,
1001, was in the ring. The cltizens of Gal-
veston were unappreciative, and instead of
giving Choynukl a belt commemariutive of
his victory, they locked victor and vanquished
in the county dungeon, and kept them there
for severnl days.

Choynakl was the victim of a knockout at
the hands of Peter Maher, the perenninl
champlon of Irelitnd, at the Broadway A. .,
November 16, 1806, In the sixth round,
Choynakl led on polnts by a wide margin up
to the time he recelved the settling blow.
The late Col. Theodore Hoosevaelt, then a
Police Commissioner, witnessed the bout and
ut the concluslon remarked that it was a
bully Nght.”

Jack McAuliffe, who retired without being
divested of his lightwelght title; Steve
O'Donnell, who could owgpolnt Jim Corbett
in gymnasium, but never could beatl Peter
Maher In the ring; Frunk Erne, who took
the lightweight title from the great Kia
Lavigne, and Mike Leonand, In his day the
Berry Wall of pugillem, were also at the
ringside, observed and observing,

Possibly some of these ancient warriors
of the wsguared circle could say with
Achilles: “"What, are my decds forgot?”

And doubtless many of them do not even
have the cold comfort of the reply of Ulysses
te the complaint of Achilles: ‘“‘On time's
back s & willet with alms for oblivion,”

M;Sic’s Effect on

ROM timie to time investigationa have
F been made in order to arcertaln
whether the lesgend of Orpheus, the
wondrous muske of whose lyre entralled the
wild beastz of the [orests, resis upon o
fact, Cornish, at the London Zoological Gar-
denw, endeavored to discover by experiment
whiat effect music have upon the
creaturesa there In captivity. With Elm went
A musical friend, who playved on the vielin
to Insects, reptiles, birds and bensts,

The tarantulas listened, or did not laten,
unmoved and sulky. They whose bite 18
pald In fable to cause others to dance re-
fused to dance themsecives. Not so the scor-
picne.  Aftor a few notes had been played
they became agitated and writhed and
daneed tumultuously, thelr excltement in-
creasing with every orvscendo and decreas-
Ing with every diminuendo,

In the reptiles’ cages more marked effects
were séen. The monitor lizard listened and
swayed. Black snakes were attentive and
started up and hissed. A hoa crept as closs
an podaible 1o the Instrument and seemesd
onraptured,

Rut of all the snakes, tha oobra s re-
puted to ba the moat suscepiible to musia,

would

Various Animals

nnd the specimen experimentesd on at the
oo did not belle ita fame. On hearing the
violin It ralsed ltseif In the traditlonal at-
titude on its tall and spread ita hood gently,
swaying to and fro the while.

The first quadrupeds to which the violin
wis played wera polar and grizzly bears,
which manifestod much pleasure and staod
up at the front of the cages to listen. The
wolven snarled mnd eowered in fear at the
nound of the violin, with thelr talls between
thelr legs, halr bristling and bodles quiv-
ering in spasma of fright. The same re-
silts were noted In the ease of fackals and
foxes,  The sheep, naturally enough, found
mueh pleasure In that which frightened the
wolves, 8o dld the wild hogs, the bisons
and the sebras,

The elephant did not care far the musie,
hut snorted und whistled with rage. The
monkeys displaved a critical diversity of
gentiment, Some listenad eagerly with nods
and gestures of appreciation, while others
soowled and turmed away In dingust.

Further experiments wers mads on the
various animals with other Instruments,
aspacinlly with the pleeolo and the flute. As
n rule. the shrill notes of the piecelo an-
noyed, frightenesd, or enrnged the animals,
while the =ofter tonea of the fluts soothed
and pleased them,

Romance in Actprs’
Gift to Westminster

Embroidereﬂ Pall Recalls Tradition;a and Per.
sonages Figuring in Age Old Link Be-
tween the Stage and the Abbey

By CANON JAMES PERKINS
of Westminster Abbey.

LonpoN, May 20,

HERE was dedicated at Wostminster
Abbey rocently one of the moat Inter-
esting articles of cvelesinstical fur-

niture  which  the Abbey has
In many years; Interesting hecnuse It recalls
the age-old and romuntle connection which
the Abbey has alwiys muintained with the
wtage, despite the dizeredit in which tha
awnclent professlon from time to time has
been held by church people, bocause It re-
the long list of personages of the
droma whose bones le In the Ahbey to-day,
and bechuse 1 revives sirikingly a beautiful
oid funeral custom lately fallen into disuse

The clergy of the Abbay to-day recelved
and dedleated a magnificently broldered pall
or “hearss cloth,” the gift of the Actors
Church Unlon. In additlon to the clergy
there were prosont most of the distingulshen
peaple of the Hritish stage to.day. The pall
will be avallable for all funeral services in
the Abbey

Time ‘wus when the stage wis well nigh
banned In Knglund, Al through the relgn
of Elzabeth ita voturles were held In high
regnrd.  Henee (U occnsions no surprise to
learn that the famous Ben Jonson wis ao-
gorded a sepulchre ‘within the walis of the
Abbey as the merest matter of course,

acquired

calls

Puritans Repress Drama.

With the sevenieenth century the flaod of
Puritaniem began o rise. The splendia
brotherhood of dramutists characteristic of
the relgn of Ellzabeth and the early Stunres
hiat? passed uway, and the Puritans who suc-
ereded to power did thelr very w™ost to re-
priss that taste for the drami which Is as

matter of fact Inherent in the Anglo-
Baxon race

With the Restoration there came a great
renction, It s true, but although the Iast
forty yenrs of the seventeenth century wero
dostined to witness an outburst of leense,
50 far as the stage wus concerned, which
one cannot fail to regret, yet the old antip-
athy to the drama nnd the stage still con-
tinued to relgn unchecked In many quar-
ters, -

Later on, during the last half of the sub-
sequent century, this prejudice found itself
reenforced by the spread of Evangelical
movements, [ndead, it Ik scircely golng too
far to say that only with the twentieth cen-
tury haa the old prejudice vcome to dizap-
pear.

Now Westminster Abbey, although (s
dean and chapter have not ut times shrunk
from drawing the line when It seemed to
them right, has been free from this narrow-
ness of outlook all the wiuny along the line,
Its cloisters are full of men and women who
have been in their day among the brightest
atare Iin the deamatle firmament. Here lle
Thomas Betterton and hils scarcely leas
famous wife. It Iz sald Betterton's reading
of the part of Hamlet had been handed
down to him traditionally from Shikespeare
himself.

Later on there came that moat delightful
of characters, Mistress Bracegirdle, many of
whose groatest triumphs took place in Con.
greve's comedies, some of which were, in-
dead, expressly written for her. She must
have been a most attractive person, for it
was sald of her that she could not pass the
nelghborhood of Clare Market (a terrible
nest of slums just off the Strand, long since
swept away, near to which ahe lived), “with-
out thankful ncclamations from people of all
degrees, 8> that If any one affronted her they
would have been in danger of belng killed
immediataly.” Mistress Bracegirdle outlived
her entire generntion, not passing nway un-
tll the year 1748, when ahe was accorded the
privilege of a burial hard by to the entrance
of the Abbey Chapter House,

Nance Oldfield Buried in the Abbey.

Nance Oldfield, her great rival, was even
more highly honored, for the dean and chap-
ter of that day permitied her to be burled
within the walls of their great church ft-
welf, Bhe was brought out when still in her
tecne by the famous Colley Cibher and
quickly became the acknowledged queen of
comedy. Not only was she burled In the
Atibey but her corpse was allowed to lle in
atate in the Jerusalem Chamber amid highly
eluboriate surroundings,

Then with the eclghteenth century the
stream of Abbey hburiale of actors and
netresses broadens out still further. Barton
Booth, an old Westminster hoy who made
a tremendotiy sensation by his aoting of the
Ghoat In "Hamlet," and of whom {t may also
be sald that he “made”, Addison's tragedy
“Cato,” for camger politiclans crowded to
Drury Lane to see him for thirty-five nights
in succession, has bean honored by a monu-
ment erected to his memory In Poets’ Cor-
ner.

Again, there were Mrs, Cibber and Duvid
Garrick, whose names one always nsiociates
together. The former was a brilliant mu-
Mician as wall us an actress. She frequently
appeared at the opern and Handel is sald
to have written the contralto airs In the
“Mesalah” for her. When she died Garrick
exclalmed, overwhelmed wum he was with
emotion, “Cibber dead! Then tragedy has
dled with her"”

Garrick was o pupll of Dr, Johnson's and
travelled up to London, in company with his
great master, in order to start . wine busi-
ness! He soon deserted this employment
for the stage, whers he won the warm ap-
proval of Mistress Bracegirdle, then in re-
tirement, bul an acknowledgod authority on
matters connected with the drama. Gareick
won his noblest fame In tragic parts, more
especially In 8hukespearlan characters, For
thirty-elght years he held the foremost
place on the English stage, not giving his
farewell performance until June 10, 1776,
Threo Years later he died at his residence
In Adelphi terrece. His funegal was a sis
nal for an fmmense oulhurst?f popular af-
fection and emotion. All the way from the
S8trand to the Abbey the road wam blocked
by a string of carriages. A guard of sol-
diers had to be employed to keep back the
dense crowd. The burial {tself, which was
conducted by John Thomas. the Dean of
Wostminster, was arranged on sach n seals
that mers could ascarcely have been douw
for royuity itmsif. Pesrs carried the pall

Tha cofMn wna followed by the whols rir
orury Club, old Samual Johnston wstanding
bathed In tears by the open grave at thes
foot of Bhakespears’s monument,  Hesjda
him wers 8lr Joshua Reyunolds, Burke ang
(3ihbon,  Around them wors the pliuyers
from Convent Garden and Drury Lans. Five
years later Dr. Johnson was himaeif |afy
to rext here, close (o the spot whare he hay
wtond at Garrlek’s funeral.

Mrs, Blddons and her celabrated hrother
John Kemble form a link between tha oid
and tha new arder of players, For five gen
cintions members of Lhe Kembla family
ware attached to the theatrical profession
At thirteen the child appeared before tha
footlights, and four years later wa find her
sustuining the prineipal female part at Waol
verhampton, At Arst, however, Mra. il
dons was by no means successful and fallel
to win more than the grudging approval of
Garrlck. However, succesa came after a
while wnd soon developed Into & vorliah's
furore, With 8ir Joshua Reynolda's magnift
cent pleture of the traglo muss béfore us It
Ia rot diMeult to galn a vivid Idea of the
great noiress’ nohla presence or o renlize the
rapturons enthusinam with which she wis
recelved in Lady Macbeth, with whivh cha
acter her name will be forever assoriutsl
and Indeed in many another part, Bhe djsd
in 1631, and her statue, with that of her
brother, John Kemble, wera placed alds by
side In the little Chapel of Bt, Andrew, I
the north transept of Weatminater Ably

These names arp only specimens of {h
great ones of the stage whom the Abbes
Church haw delighted to honor at different
periods of ita history. We have been obliged
ta omit many whosa names deserve a paas
Ing mentlon to say the least, but one othe
great prince of the dramn must assuredly
mentioned, vix, the late Bir Henry Irving
His funeral so far us the Ahbey was oon

cerned must have bheen fully on & par with .

thit of Garrick. Those who were present on
thut autumn morning In the year 1006 wll
not qulckly forget the representuative char
acter of that vast throng or the touching
manner with which the leading members of
the Rritlsh stagoe laid thelr burden to rest
bestde the graves of Dr, Johnson and Charles
Dickens, with the beautiful status of Wil
jiem Bhakespoare looking down from above

This year 1920 will be memorable for an-
nther event which murks the connection
betwean the Abbey and the stage. Honi
years ngo a most excellent organization wis
sel up In England entitisd the Actors
Church Unlon, having for Its objects the
providing for the needs of actors and
netresses, specially when on tour, and also
to paseri(, speaking menerally, the dignity of
this ancient profession,

The |ldea suggested (tself to the authopities
pome little time ago of making a memorial
of thelr departed comrades, suoch memoriil
o be associated with Westminster Abbey
After some negotiations the offer wos duly
accoptad by the Dean and Chapter of Weat-
minster, and it was decided that the me-

morial ahould take the form of a pall, or

perhaps it would be more correct to s
hearse cloth to be placed over the coffin at
the great funerals which tuke place In ths
Abbey from time to time. '

Hearse Cloth Once a General Feature.

During the Middle Ages overy parish
without exception in all probablility pos-*
sessed (ts own hearse cloth, which was used
it the funerals of all rich and poor, high
ond low, without reapect of persons. These
exquisite pleces of work have for the most
part disappeared, but a certain nwnber
still remaln, treasured with Jealous and lov-
Ing care, which are sufMcient to convey lo
our minds some |dea of thelr splendor.

Judging by the specimens which still re-
main to us, and the evidence afforded Ly a
certain number of {luminations, a fAifteenth
century burial must have been a veritable
pageant of beautiful colors, Hearse clothe
were made not Infrequently of some highls
precious fahric, such as cloth of gold, of
oloth of silver, richly embroldered In silks ol
the most brilliunt hues, with the history ui
the patron saint of the church or institurion
to which they belonged, coata of arms con
ventional flowers and follage, and so forth

Unfortunately other fashions came In and
& ojpud seemed to come over the sense of
beauty which once upon time was undouls
edly possessed by our forefathers.

A grand opportunity, then, has heen af-
forded to the dean and chapter of Wost-
minster Abbey and the mombers of 1he
Actors' Church Union to Inltiate a more
wholesome state of things. On Friday, May
7. the hearse oloth presented by them was
dedivated, Tt was designed by the well known
architeet Mr. W. D. Caroe, and carried (ut
under his superintendencs by & well known
church embrolderess, Miss Minna Holller of
Lower Redland road, Bristol. It has been de-
signed on the same lines as the beautiful
modieval hearse cloths of the London City
companies, and, like them, it literally blazes
from end to end with heraldry,

The groundwork I8 a rieh white damask
si'k “powdered” with representations of the
double rose and the portcullls, emblems
which constuntly appear In the architecture
of Westminster Ahbey, It displays, in ad-
dltien, on either side a great shield flanked
by two smaller companions, ©On the one
side are the Royal Arms of Great Britain
reculling the fact that Westminster Abhe
i n Roval Peculinr. This fine shield I& sup-
ported, as it were, by the arms of the
moedimval Monastery of Westminatar, which
prerecded the Collegiate Church of to-day
and those of the present dean, the Iatter
serving to indicats roughly the date of the
presentation of the heavse eloth, On the
other side are the arms at present smployed
by Westminster Abbey flanked by the two
et keys of 8t, Peter, its patron saint, and
the cross and five mallets which the her
aldo of the Middle Ages nlways nsed sa the
hndege of King Edward the Confessor, whor
memory I8 also so very Intimatsly asso
cinted with the Abbey. At sither end whern
tlia hearss cloth hangs down over the coffli
im worked a great cross in old gold color
At the point where the twe armas of the
croer intersect ench other thore hax basn
incorporated the badge of the Actors’ Chureb
Union, prominent in which are the twin
matks of Camedy and Tragedy.
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